
The Lakes at Tradition HOA
11840 SW Tradition Lakes Blvd.                                                  

Port St Lucie, FL 34987

Phone: 772-345-0690  

Community Website :  lathoa.org

HURRICANE  PREPAREDNESS 

PLAN 2023-2024

Prepared By 

Ingrid Sarmiento, LCAM 



The Lakes at Tradition HOA 
11840 SW Tradition Lakes Blvd.                                                  

Port St Lucie, FL 34987

Phone: 772-345-0690 / Fax 772-345-0691

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION

MANAGEMENT COMPANY
FirstService Residential

FirstService Call Center – 800-340-4546

Ingrid Sarmiento, 

Property Manager

Ingrid.sarmiento@fsresidential.com

Gabriella Fajardo
Community admin

Gabriella.Fajardo@fsresidential.com

Kevin Navarro 
Maintenance supervisor

772-345-0690

lathoa@gmail.com

LAT- Block Representative 
lathoabr@gmail.com

Community Website
LATHOA.ORG

Tradition Community Association
10807 SW Tradition Square

Port St. Lucie, FL  34987
Phone (772) 345-5101

FOR EMERGENCIES, DIAL 911- FOR TRAFFIC INFO, DIAL 511

FOR NON-EMERGENCIES, DIAL 211

GATEHOUSE:

Phone 772.345.3301

Website Access to gatehouse Login to: https://community.dwellinglive.com



THE LAKES AT TRADITION, HOA   

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS PLAN

Official hurricane season does not begin until June 1st. However, it is imperative that 

preparations begin before that time.

SHUTTERS

It is recommended that, if you have not installed your shutters in the past, you 

perform a “test run” prior to an actual storm event in order to determine 

installation time you will need and also to check if there are replacement parts 

needed. When doing the test installation, it may be helpful to mark the shutter 

location on the inside of the panel using permanent marker to quickly sort them 

in event of storm. 

You may begin shutter installation 72 hours before a projected storm event. 

Please be sure to install shutters on all windows that require them. Any 

unprotected area can affect the integrity of your entire home. You are allowed to 

install your shutters on the rear windows any time you choose.

The Governing Documents allow for 2 periods of time, for up to 15 days each, during 

hurricane season, in which a resident can install shutters as a precaution against 

potential storms if they will be away from the home. If you will be utilizing this 

allowance, please notify the Office in writing prior to installation with name, address, 

contact information, and dates the shutters will be installed. SHUTTER RESTRICTIONS DO 

NOT APPLY TO ACCORDIAN SHUTTERS

NEW STORM SHUTTERS INSTALLATION

All new installations requires Architectural Committee  (ACC) approval prior to 

installation.  Accordion style hurricane shutters may be installed providing 

mounting brackets must be discrete when permanently installed on the home. 

Accordion hurricane shutters and their mounting brackets must be aluminum in 

electrostatically applied finish white (or tan, if the house color is tan) and 

otherwise not permitted to be color matched or re-painted to the house color.

LANDSCAPE DEBRIS

Please be aware that immediately after a hurricane, we anticipate that there will 

be lots of landscape debris scattered on every lot throughout the community. All 

mowing and trimming would be suspended for an undetermined period of time

while all landscape personnel gather and clean up that debris. Any fallen palms 

and trees would first be removed by landscapers from streets, then front yards, 

and finally rear yards. We would anticipate at least one mow would be missed 

and un-mowed turf blades would become somewhat long as a result. Any help a 

homeowner can give in gathering small landscape debris from their lot and 

placing it at the curb would be greatly appreciated, helping landscapers to return 

to the job of mowing and trimming as quickly as possible.



For seasonal or part time residents, please plan before hand for the hurricane shutters installation and 

removal. There are several handyman's and other companies in the area that can be contracted in 

advance to take care of your home. 

Keep in mind that due to Post COVID -19 many companies will not be able to provide some services.

FIRSTSERVICERESIDENTIAL           FirstService Call Center – 800-340-4546

EmailHomeNAME

Ingrid.sarmiento@fsresidential.com772-345-0690Property 

Manager

Ingrid Sarmiento

Gabriella.Fajardo@fsresidential.com772-345-0690Administrative 

Assistant

Gabriella Fajardo

Same as manager.772-345-0690Maintenance 

Supervisor

Kevin Navarro

LAKES AT TRADITION     

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PresidentJack Parker 

1st Vice PresidentAkua Prout

2nd Vice President & Asst SecretaryMarjorie Forrest

TreasurerMargaret Borock

DirectorKenneth Perlman

COMMITTEES & CHAIRS

Architectural Committee
Lucille Wesnofske

Facilities Committee
Greg Snider

Landscape Committee 
Carolyn Snider

Social Committee 
Mollie Adams

Block Representative
Toni Cunningham & 

Carolyn Hammer (co-chairs)

More information 
LATHOA.ORG

Lakes at Tradition 
Accounts Information

René & Association, PA, CPAs’
550 Heritage Drive, Suite 180

Jupiter, FL 33458
Office 561-626-8876, fax 561-626-9411 

and email lathoafee@gmail.com
The Web-Site URL is: www.renecpa.com

Tradition Community Association
Phone: (772) 345-5101

Fax:      (772) 345-5104
Monday – Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Managed by Castle Group

CONTACT THE BOARD  AT LATHOA@GMAIL.COM



For more information about this event, 

please call the City's Division of Emergency 

Management at 772-342-2020.

Hurricane Preparedness Expo
•Date:06/03/2023 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
•Location:MIDFLORIDA Credit Union 
Event Center
9221 S.E. Event Center Place
Port St. Lucie, Florida 34952

Mark your calendar for the 17th annual Hurricane Preparedness Expo on 
June 3, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the MIDFLORIDA Event Center where residents 
and businesses can get crucial storm-related information from vendors at 
one convenient location.

This free event is family-friendly and open to the public. The Expo is the 
City’s premier storm preparation event that connects residents with 
businesses and emergency services providers. It aims to prepare residents 
for extreme weather situations through presentations, interactive exhibits, 
weather forecasting and more.

Being prepared is the key to protecting your home and loved ones during a 
severe storm.    Registration for sponsors, vendors and exhibitors is opening 
soon. If you would like to be notified when registration is available email 
Mason Kozac at mkozac@CityofPSL.com.
Stay tuned, more details will be posted here soon.



Some Thoughts On Experiencing A Hurricane In The Lakes 

Many Hurricanes have been predicted to come ashore on the Treasure Coast. We have been spared it's wrath when 
they stalled over the Bahamas and then turned away, bypassing us. Experienced Floridians here know it's not a 

matter of: "IF we'll ever experience a hurricane here, it's WHEN will it happen here". Here are some things for 
you to think about that specifically relate to living through a hurricane in our community, including 
'why' it's important to do these things. If you've never experienced one, you need to read on. 

You will have plenty of warning (several days) to get your act together to protect your home and yourself from an 
approaching hurricane. But, everyone else will be preparing too, so stores will be very crowded and supplies will 
be quickly snatched up. Don't wait 'till the last minute. Think about what you will need and purchase it now.  

DiVosta's steel reinforced solid concrete homes were advertised as "built tough". As long as you install all your 
shutters, for most homeowners here, your home would probably be among the safer places to ride out a hurricane. 

Realize that hurricanes can spawn smaller multiple tornadoes within the hurricane itself. Even a category 1 
hurricane with 75 mph winds can spawn multiple localized tornados packing much higher winds. Don't under 

prepare, thinking: "it's just a 'category 1', no big deal". Every hurricane should be treated as a big deal. 

If you've never installed your shutters, do a practice run now to familiarize yourself with how they're installed. The 
bolts that were supplied with them were meant to be installed using only every other hole on the shutter (12" bolt 
spacing). If you would want to install them using every shutter hole - (6" bolt spacing - for additional peace of 
mind), you will need to purchase additional bolts and wingnuts, which are sold at Home Depot. Do it now. 

Your home was provided with steel shutters to cover the rear patio doors, but was not provided with shutters to 
cover the lanai area itself. Some homeowners here have opted to purchase additional shutters to cover and protect 
the lanai area also. In that way, they are able to store all outdoor furniture, potted plants and their bbq grill in the 
lanai area during a hurricane, instead of having to bring it all inside the home. 

Park your vehicles inside your garage. If you leave them parked in your driveway during the hurricane, expect that 
some concrete tiles will be blown off your roof (or your neighbors roof) by the high winds and onto your car, 
damaging it. It will happen, so clean all that stuff out of your garage now to make room for your vehicle.  

Although all electrical cables that supply power to homes in Tradition (and to The Lakes) are routed underground 
protecting them from damage due to high hurricane winds, our underground cables are fed from overhead wires in 
eastern Port St. Lucie that are vulnerable to damage from those high hurricane winds. What this means is that we 
will probably lose electricity during a strong hurricane. Since we have a hospital located nearby, restoring power 
quickly to that hospital after the storm has passed will be a county priority. When the hospital gets it's power 
restored, ours will automatically be restored too. So, the reality here is that while other more eastern parts of Port 
St. Lucie may lose electricity for weeks, we would probably lose it only for several days after a strong hurricane. 

But, if your home loses electricity, know that the sewage pump stations located in our community (there are three 
of them) will also lose electricity and will stop pumping sewage out of our community to the city sewage plant 
(yes, sewage lines may then begin to back up). The city has trailer mounted portable gas generators they intend to 
bring in after a hurricane to pump out non-working pump stations until electricity is restored. To help insure no 
sewage backs up into any home here, everyone should minimize all water usage until electricity is restored (keep 
showers short, minimize toilet flushing, etc.). Sewer backup into the home isn't normally covered by standard 
homeowners insurance, but optional sewer backup insurance coverage is available from your broker as an add-on. 



Our lakes & preserves here are meant for temporary rain water storage. Our normal lake water level is about 4 feet 
below the level of our homes. Lakes cover about 1/2 of the surface area of our community and are interconnected. 
It would take about 2 1/2 feet of rain to raise our normal lake water level that 4 feet. A slow moving hurricane will 
dump lots of rain on us, while a fast moving storm would drop relatively little. While it's highly unlikely we'd 
receive 2 1/2 feet of rain from a hurricane, it is possible. As a precaution, the CDD (who maintains our lakes) does 
lower lake water levels to below normal when a hurricane approaches. Know that your homeowners insurance 
does not cover flood damage. Inexpensive flood insurance is available from your insurance broker as an add on. 

Preparing As The Hurricane Approaches: 
• Bring everything inside that could be blown around outside including: all potted plants, all furniture, bbq

grill, landscape figurines and welcome mats. Don't put them in the garage, that's for your car.

• When installing your hurricane shutters, make sure each shutter panel is pushed all the way up fully into the
top of the upper bracket before securing with the wingnuts. If they're not, the top of the shutters will rattle
violently during the storm, causing you to worry: "could they be blown away by the howling winds?" It's
not a very pleasant experience listening to that loud violent rattling for hours while hurricane winds howl.

• Fill your car's fuel tank. The few gas stations that might be open after a storm will have very long lines.

• Get $300-$400 from the ATM. For several days after, ATM's may not work, businesses may not have
internet access and so, won't accept credit cards. It's usually cash only for a while after a hurricane.

• Anticipate losing electricity by: lowering your air conditioner thermostat setting, lower the food freezer
thermostat setting; fill spaces between frozen foods w/half-gallon milk jugs filled 3/4 full with water.

• Get caught up on your laundry now, because you won't have time (or maybe electricity) after.

• Seal your bathtub drain and fill the tub with water. Place an empty one-gallon bucket next to the tub. If we
lose water pressure, you can pour a bucket of water into the toilet bowl to flush it.

• Lower your pool water 6 inches or so to accommodate the expected rain. Super chlorinate it, lower the pH
to minimum (7.2) & raise the Alkalinity to maximum (120 ppm). After turning the pump off at the garage
breaker panel (and the motor has cooled), cover the motor's air vents with saran wrap tightly secured
w/Gorilla duct tape all the way around the pump body, sealing it's air vents from the wind driven rain.

• Be sure to have hooded rain gear & boots on hand; streets may be flooded after (you'll wish you had them).

• Keep your cell phone charged and have a portable cell charger battery for backup.

• And the very last thing to do is: take a warm shower (it may be your very last warm one for a while).

Immediately After The Hurricane: 
• If you lose electricity, turn off all appliances, so there isn't a huge electrical surge when it's restored,

causing another outage. But leave one light switch turned on, so you'll know when it's been restored.

• If we lose electricity, your going to need to have one battery operated lantern for each room, a small
flashlight for each person & spare batteries for each. Never use candles to illuminate rooms at night.

• Before removing your shutters, look from the inside of the window to see if there are any snakes or other
animals that may have taken refuge from the winds behind your shutters. You don't want to be surprised.

• Be careful when outside and watch where you are walking. Snakes, alligators or other animals who have
been driven from their normal habitat by high water will be highly stressed and may become more
aggressive than normal. Don't go out at night at all, alligators may be roaming.

• As a precaution, for the first few days after a hurricane, use only bottled water for drinking purposes, don't
use tap water. If the city water plant lost power (even if temporary), water may not be safe to drink.

• Take "after" photos of all damages for insurance purposes before cleaning anything up.

• At the curb, have separate piles for landscape debris and for damaged structure debris. Garbage and
recycling is placed at the curb on their normal days.

• Without electricity, you will need your bbq grill for cooking. Have on hand an extra 20# propane tank.

• Return pool water level to normal. Take your covering off the motor. Clean out all pool debris using a net
& turn the pump back on; if the pool pump breaker trips when turned on, use a hair dryer to help dry out
the motor's windings before trying again. Test the water chemical levels & super chlorinate the pool again.

• Extended family will want to hear from you. Text your family that you are okay (cell tower lines will be so
busy with calls after the storm that texts are more likely to go through if cell phone calls won't).
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Preparing for Hurricane Season 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Author: Carlos J. Castillo, Acting Deputy Administrator of Resilience

As you continue to take precautions to keep yourself and your family safe from the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic, it is important to stay prepared for other disasters. Hurricane season begins on June 1, and the time to 

prepare is now.

FEMA continues to coordinate with state, local, tribal, and territorial officials, along with the private sector, to share 

operational guidance and to encourage hurricane planning that reflects public health guidelines. While many 

preparedness tools available to you are the same, certain actions may look different while COVID-19 remains a 

concern. FEMA has updated guidelines for preparing for hurricane season.

Know Your Evacuation Route

Check with local officials about updated evacuation shelters for this year. You should note that your regular shelter 

may not be open this year due to COVID-19. If you evacuate to a community shelter, follow the latest guidelines 

from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

If you are able, bring items that can help protect you and others in the shelter from COVID-19, such as hand 

sanitizer, cleaning materials, and two cloth face coverings per person. Children under 2 years old and people who 

have trouble breathing should not wear cloth face coverings. While at the shelter, be sure to wash your hands 

regularly. If possible, be sure to maintain a physical distance of at least 6 feet of space between you and people who 

aren’t members of your household.

Gather Supplies

Have enough food, water, and other supplies for every member of your family to last at least 72 hours. Consider 

what unique needs your family might have, such as supplies for pets or seniors and prescription medications. In 

addition, it is recommended that you add two cloth face coverings per family member and cleaning items to your kit, 

like soap, hand sanitizer, disinfecting wipes, or general household cleaning supplies to disinfect surfaces. After a 

hurricane, you may not have access to these supplies for days or even weeks. Preparing now ensures that you are 

well-equipped to stay safe if you need to quickly grab your go kit and evacuate to a community shelter.

As you prepare, be mindful that not everyone can afford to respond by stocking up on necessities. For those who 

can afford it, making essential purchases in advance will allow for longer time periods between shopping trips and 

help to protect those who are unable to procure essentials in advance of the pandemic and must shop more 

frequently.

Make an Emergency Plan

Make sure everyone in your household knows and understands your hurricane plan. Discuss the latest CDC guidance 

on COVID-19 and how it may affect your hurricane planning. Don’t forget a plan for the office, kids’ daycare, and 

anywhere you frequent.

Download the FEMA mobile app

Download the FEMA mobile app for disaster resources, weather alerts, and safety tips. Available in English and 

Spanish, the app provides a customizable checklist of emergency supplies, maps of open shelters and recovery 

centers, disaster survival tips, and weather alerts from the National Weather Service.

Visit Ready.gov for more tips. Disasters won’t wait. Neither should you.






























































